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Habitats /130 West 78th Street

A Couple’s New Home Already Houses Memories

They saw it, got
engaged and married
there, then bought it.

By TRACIE ROZHON

HEY met at Club Getaway. They be

| came engaged on the stoop of the

house they dreamed of buying. They

£0t married in the front parlor of the house
— four months before they bought it

““You see, there was my best friend, and
her guy was Marc's best friend growing
up,” said Dr. Iris Vardy Strauss, a very
athletic orthodontist. At one point, I'd actu-
ally been on the Getaway staff — you know,
it's that ‘weekend camp for adults’ up in
Connecticut — teaching mountain climbing
and rollerblading. But one weekend, Memo-
rial Day weekend last year, | was there as
just a guest.”

““We met on a Friday,” said Marc Strauss,
a very athletic wholesale food distributor. [
followed her (o the tennis courts on Satur
day. We'd actually met once before — I
remember thinking she was a sweet
girl”

““They say you're in the presence of the
right people all the time,” said Dr. Vardy
Strauss, a petite 32-yearold woman with
yeryJaug Honde bar. Yo fust have tofind
the Fight tin

really good — I've never

haard e before,” said Mr. Strauss, 33

sidling up to his new bride and patting her
s

they met at the singles camp, and by

e ne day, Mr. Strauss said, he was in
love.

“We spent all day playing sports,” he
said. *“We found we were big athletes. Now
we rollerblade all over Manhattan; we w
mirrors on our wrists."

One day when they were rollerblading
around, almost 20 blocks from where
Vardy Strauss had her office, at Central
Park West and 97th Street, they shot past
West 78th Street and stopped. They saw the
tree-lined block between Amsterdam and

olumbus, right near the Americ
seum of Natural History. They saw P.
one of the best public schools in l)hnl(y And
most important, they saw the house at 130
West 78th Street — the ane with the For Sale
sign on it

*So I memorized the telephone number,
and then we called, and finally, we bopped
over o the real estate office,” said Dr.
Vardy Strauss. “I'm an_orthodontist and
you want the best place. You want to be on

st 78th Street because of the school, the
tree-lined block; most homes here are indi
vidually owned, just like a suburban block

IU's not because of Iris’s orthodon
business that we like the school so much,
Mr. Strauss added. “1t's because we want to
have children, and iUd be tremendous (o
come In and see Mommy after school.

When she found out the asking price of the
house — $975,000 — Dr. Vardy Strauss said,
she winced

That night, she said to Mr. Strauss —
e e e
tell you my dream? I'd like to have that
house and have my practice on the ground
floor.

sald: “Then my dream s (o buy it

she continued, beaming

t, things heated up even more.

he was living in Englewood
w 1x, Mr. Strauss

bought a full year's membership at the

Equinax Health Club, at 77th Street and

Amsterdam, right 7th Street

house. “I'm a gym rat and I ki

spending a lot of time around hery

They finally made an appointment t

the inside of the house on Oct. 20. They had

an accepted offer for $350,000 on Nov. 2. Two

days later, on the stoop, he asked her to

near the

m
“Iris's practice has grown (o the point

Marc and Dr
West 78th Stre
became engaged on its stoop, above

Iris Vardy Strauss in their
The couple

where she needed more space.” he sald,

soundin business manager. “'She

only h: air where she was, and she's

The couple w

according to Dexter Guer who owns.

Vandenberg Real Estate, the company with
on the four-story brownstone

negotiators,
eri,

want o buy a
engincers In, maybe the
architects — these people had the florists
come in, the caterers. Here they were a
contract signing. They'd agreed on the
price, and then they spent hours hammering
ut the agreement (0 be married in the front

parlor”” before the sale was completed

n it turned out tha
Vardy Strau

that
they're going to start

they've bought the house
fixing it up, and Dr
ant: Whoever is cho:
ey will start next week
and be out in a month
whole ground
with a
er out front
the kids® safety The
the real estate agents called the
duplex”” takes up the first floor and half of
the second. They will rent that out
because we need (o pay the mortgage,” she
said. The second- floor studio will be rented
out, and there are currently two rent-stabi
lized tenants living in studios on the fourth

Following her plans, the
dontics office,

apartment
‘owners

floor

That leaves the two studios on the third
floor for the Strausses, who will combine the
two to make a spacious one-bedroom apart
ment with a small but scenic deck off thelr
bedroom in the back

The house is perfect, they say

“Once we got engaged on the stoop and
married in the parlor, we knew we'd have to
have it,” he said.

Besides,” she
very long h
there’d be o story."

1d, with a shake of her
hadn't bought it
[




